
 

 

5 Western Australia 

5.1 Guide to the Western Australian 
legislation review schedule 

Legislation review 

In June 1996, the Western Australian Government published its Legislation Review 
Table.  Since that time there have been some changes, primarily adding to the 
schedule.  The current timetable now lists 309 pieces of legislation for review. 

Western Australia published Legislation Review Guidelines in April 1997.  These 
guidelines are based on the CPA and provide a step-by-step guide to conducting 
legislation reviews.  The guidelines highlight the importance of independent oversight 
of reviews and of affording interested parties the opportunity to contribute to the 
review process.  

Progress to 31 December 1998 
 
At the end of 1998, recommendations from 92 reviews had been presented to the 
Government for consideration.  Recommendations from 43 reviews had been 
implemented: 15 Acts were repealed entirely and restrictions were retained in 28 Acts.  
In addition, the Government had endorsed the recommendations from a further 45 
reviews, and was drafting legislation for implementation by the year 2000.  
 
Highlights of the program to date include: 
 
• Repeal of the Bread Act 1982 removed a number of onerous restrictions, including 

licensing requirements for bake-houses, restrictions on the time at which bread 
could be delivered and requirements for marking vehicles used for delivery. 

• Removal of several restrictions, under the Betting Control Act 1954, enabled 
bookmakers to compete with the Totalisator Agency Board on a more level 
footing. 

• Exclusive licences to provide port services such as towage, piloting and 
stevedoring can be granted only by the responsible Minister who must consider 
whether public benefits from exclusivity exceed public costs. 

• The review of the Chicken Meat Industry Act 1977 and associated Regulations 
recommended that the legislation be amended to allow broiler growers to 
negotiate contracts with processors outside the existing compulsory collective 
contract system.  The review found that a voluntary collective contract 
arrangement was in the public interest because it offered protection to broiler 
growers from the strong market position of the two large chicken meat processors 
in Western Australia. 
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• The review of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 and associated Regulations 
recommended that the Act be repealed on the grounds that a less restrictive code 
of conduct would be equally as effective in protecting consumers as the current 
arrangements and would reduce compliance costs for finance brokers.  It was also 
noted that the Act duplicated provisions contained within the Commonwealth 
Trade Practices Act 1974 and the Fair Trading Act 1987. 

• The current system of mandatory licensing, under the Painters Registration Act 
1961, was found to be too restrictive.  The review of the Act recommended that 
certification be supported by a system of negative licensing, allowing for the 
removal from the industry of persons who do not adhere to basic standards of 
commercial conduct. 

5.2 Abbreviations 
The following abbreviations are used in the ‘Agency’ column of the Western 
Australian legislation review schedule: 

A Arts 
AA Aboriginal Affairs 
CT Commerce and Trade 
Env Environment 
ES Emergency Services 
ET Employment and Training 
F Finance 
FT Fair Trading 
H Health 
J Justice 
L Lands 
LG Local Government 
LR Labour Relations 
M Mines 
P Planning 
PC Premier and Cabinet 
PI Primary Industry 
RD Resources Development 
RG Racing and Gaming 
S Services 
T Treasury 
W Works 
WR Water Resources 
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